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Texas IB Schools

PO Box 986 .  Dripping Springs, Texas, 78620 .  
972.679.5238

1. The DP session was facilitated by Karen Phillips, who acknowledged the presence of Paul Campbell, Head of Regional Development Americas, and Bruce Leon, math presenter/consultant.

2. Karen shared some requests from Iris Lazarus.  Iris would like schools to inform her of special projects and activities.  She would also like for schools to send plans which marry STEM and IB.

3. Karen, Margaret Davis, and Jeanette LaFevers discussed the latest updates on the effort to get the PEIMS numbers needed for IB courses.  Karen reviewed the nine years of history with this problem and expressed gratitude for the help of Donna Bahorich, SBOE president, in getting these issues corrected. As of now, the following things are true:

IB subjects in the first five groups have two PEIMS numbers for both SL and HL courses.

IB Film has been restored with fine arts credits at both SL and HL level. 

IB student transcripts now have accurate names.  Transcripts can be sent via TRex. 

Items still needing attention:

· Language in Chapter 74 which says IB HL courses can be given two credits, only one of which will count toward graduation requirements.  New language correcting this is in process in English courses and will follow in all other groups.

· The chapter 74 language which limits IB students to only the multidisciplinary endorsement, while allowing all other students in Texas to accrue multiple endorsements.  This hurts our students because of its impact on the top ten per cent rule.  It hurts districts by affecting the distinctions that they can earn.  Our preliminary survey indicated over 4,000 current IB students are seeking endorsements in addition to multi-disciplinary.  

Karen affirmed repeatedly the level of gratitude owed to Margaret and Jeanette.  They have vowed to fight on until every issue is fixed.  We are expecting correct PEIMS tables in July.

4.  Bruce Leon, IB Math Consultant, presented information regarding new math curriculum:

· 70% of the Algebra 2 TEKS are in the SL Applications course

· The first 60 hours SL Applications and SL Analysis cover the same curriculum.

· The SL math courses are a subset of the HL courses.

· Calculator requirements for the new courses are the same as the previous courses

A lively discussion about possible course sequencing, college credit (no one really knows at this point), how the IB courses compare to AP courses, etc.

5.  Margaret Davis presented information College Fair on April 16th.  Almost 100 colleges and universities have already registered.  Please register your students.

